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A Community under Persecution. Father Alexander Glagolev (1872-1937)

The life of witnesses and the way of martyrs are the criteria for a new critical look at the martyrology of the twentieth 
century. The self-awareness of an entire host of anonymous witnesses to truth is expressed lucidly in the words of the 
last rector of the Theological Academy of Kiev, the priest Aleksandr Glagolev, that he pronounced during his 
interrogations in 1937: “Only then will the sufferings of Christians resemble Christ’s sufferings and will be salvific for 
those who suffer when these in their sufferings will be able to preserve the true faith and a firm love of the heavenly 
Father… and will be able to maintain fraternal love for their neighbors, not excluding their enemies”.
Through a reconstruction of the life of the new martyr Aleksandr Glagolev and of his son, the holy righteous father 
Aleksej Glagolev (†1972), and of the community gathered around them, the paper attempts to discover how the martyrs 
themselves saw their path as a way of love and communion. “The most important thing in martyrdom is not blood, but 
unchanged and unchanging love” (metropolitan Anthony Bloom). Without love, there is no witness to the truth. The 
criterion of truth is the “law of love”.
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