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«Blessed are you when people persecute you on my account» (Mt 5,11). 
Jesus’ Sayings about Persecution

In the first part of the paper, Jesus’ sayings about persecution and martyrdom, especially in the synoptic gospels, will be 
presented. The exegetical discussion will focus on tracing the early Christian tradition of martyrdom that is founded upon 
the dominical sayings and reflects the social situation in the early Christian communities that preserved it. Its theological 
implications, as well as its relation to the eschatological reality of the Kingdom of God, will be investigated in the second 
part of the paper. Consequently, the reception and adaptation of this tradition in the context of early Christian discourse 
on martyrdom will be briefly discussed. Finally, conclusions will be drawn regarding the theological significance of this 
tradition as well as its relevance to contemporary Christianity.
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